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Atheism

- An increasing intellectual influence ...
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Atheism

- An increasing intellectual influence ...
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Common arguments presented ...

0 Technical arguments

B Naturalism is both necessary and sufficient IMAGINARY FRIENDS
[0 Quantum gravity and inflationary universe ARE STUPID

1

[0 The self organising universe —

[0 The completeness of Evolutionary explanation

B Time + chance + natural selection

B The poorquality of evolutionary results are consistentwith random mechanism
[0 The weak anthropic principle and the multiverse

0 Religion is a psychological projection
B An emergent evolutionary property from the size and complexity of
our brain

B We need to recognise that our ability to want to explain things in
terms of design is a by-product of the evolution of our brains

B We need to stop hiding behind God and take on our own challenges
as humankind




Common arguments presented ...

[ Morality does not require God — it is inbuilt
B You can be good without being a Christian

[0 History shows that religious ideology lies behind, and, has caused
many wars

[1 Faithin God is not rational

B God is only good when good things happen

B Faith is the enemy of reason ADULTS WITH

IMAGIHA%Y FRIENDS
= ARE STUPID
[ Godis an absentee landlord ,1.

B The problem of pain and suffering [
[0 The pitiless indifference ofthe world

B The apparent hiddenness of God in day to day life
B Unanswered prayers




A shift to moral argument ...

O Richard Dawkins — educated in a C of E school - is
aggressively atheist

B “The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most
unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, blood
thirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynist, homophobic, racist,
infanticidal, genocidal, etc. ... and malevolent bully” (p31)

B Directly related to Christian education, Christianity is
fundamentally :
O Intellectual suicide because it is irrational
0 Bad for moral developmentof children becauseit is basedon
irrational nonsense
O Indoctrination and propaganda

B [fchildren are given all the (scientific) facts over time and
not indoctrinated (by teachers, clergy, parents) then (his
hope is that) atheism is the obvious intelligent choice

®m  Many websites are listed to help you escape fromthis
childhood indoctrination




An Honest Appraisal ... e

[0 The heroism and optimism of modern atheism is actually a
historical failure, but forgotten ...

B In his essay ‘A Free Man's Worship’, Bertrand Russell, an atheist,
writes in almost despair about all heroism ...

O “That Man is the product of causes which had not prevision of the end they were
achieving; are but the outcome of accidental collocation of atoms; that no fire, no
heroism, no intensity of thought and feeling, can preserve an individual life
beyond the grave; that all the labours of the age, all the devotion, all the
inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius, are destined to
extinction in the vast death of the solar system, and that the whole temple of
Man's achievement must inevitably be buried beneath the debris of a universe in
ruins -- all these things, if not quite beyond dispute, are yet so nearly certain, that
no philosophy which rejects them can hope to stand.” Mysticism and Logic
(London, 1918)

O Though directed at Christianity, it also undermines his own position!
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